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AVAILABILITY OF OPEN ACCESS/FULL TEXT PUBLICATIONS

As a service to Neuromodulation, the journal dedicated to our field, for years we have included links to
full-text articles for each Neuromodulation citation, whether or not the article was available for free
download. A year ago, we began to include links to all open-access publications and to indicate whether
our links to Neuromodulation for specific citations would point to a “Free Full Text” or merely “Full Text”
page. As we updated epub information from earlier months, we also added full-text links.

We realized recently that identifying some full-text links could lead users to think that we had identified
all. Thus, we embarked upon a project that will take a few months to complete—adding all available full-
text links. We started with the smallest sections and have completed GES, PNS, and DRG. We will next
work on SCS and then SNS and DBS.

Downloading some PDFs creates a token, indicating a one-time event; other downloads occur
immediately. In those cases, we add links to the full-text on the publisher’s page before PDF creation.
We have also discovered that some publishers are making small but significant changes in the titles of
articles when they appear in print rather than as e-publications. Thus, as we have updated citations, we
have had to change titles to add hyphens (or remove them), remove apostrophes, and even add new
words. We consider this egregious because these publication might well have been listed as originally
titled in bibliographies of other published papers.

Another thing we have discovered is that when a journal offers a free download of a paper in “accepted
manuscript” format during the e-publication stage, that paper might appear behind a paywall when the
paper is published in its final version. We are keeping a note of these instances and will remove “Free
Full Text” links if necessary as we update e-publications.

Finally, we haven’t checked the statistics, but it seems that more and more papers are being published in
an open-access format, and we applaud this trend. We hope that the extra service we are providing with
the Free Full Text links is helpful.

YOUR OPINION REQUESTED
Would it be useful to you to have frequently cited review articles, expert opinions, and editorials in
WIKISTIM's databases for handy reference? We would include a limited number of such papers based


http://www.wikistim.org/about/

upon your recommendations and upon citation statistics (while continuing to include every paper that
reports primary data). We would clearly mark these publications or create a special section for them,
unlike PUBMED, which sometimes applies the “Reviews” label inappropriately.

In addition to your opinion about this expansion of our citation lists, we would welcome your
nominations for important papers to include. An example that comes immediately to mind is our PNS
editor, Tracy Cameron’s paper, “Safety and efficacy of spinal cord stimulation for the treatment of
chronic pain: a 20-year literature review,” which is frequently cited, and which furthermore reported
important information on the incidence of infection, which WIKISTIM can flag. This paper does not
appear after a PUBMED search with the keywords, Cameron SCS infection.

We would greatly appreciate your opinion about this proposed expansion as well as your nomination of
potential citations, via e-mail to wikistim@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP
In March, the number of our subscribers grew to 1454. Thank you for helping to spread the word!
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