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FROM ONE YEAR TO THE NEXT

From One Year to the Next

A year into the pandemic caused by SARS-CoV-2, our inability to control spread of COVID-19 has changed
our lives. This virus has exploited and, thus, exposed cracks in health care and health insurance systems
as well the adverse impact of societal inequities on physical well-being. Even as the virus is reinventing
itself through mutation, it is also driving changes in our daily life—dictating our behavior and creating a
new-normal, some elements of which will likely persevere.

By this time, we can all name a friend or relative who has contracted COVID-19 and recovered or died.
We are sad to add to this list by reporting that on February 21st, we lost a giant in neuromodulation
research, Dr. Jan Holsheimer, to COVID-19. Dr. Holsheimer, who was born in October 1941, devoted his
life to research meant to improve the lives of others. Lists of his publications and patents are readily
available online and serve as witnesses to his success in meeting this goal. He leaves his wife, children,
and grandchildren and all of us who had the great fortune of working with him or simply encountering
him at a meeting and recognizing that his formidable intellect was matched by humility and kindness.

Other projects of The Neuromodulation Foundation

A collaboration we were happy to join with IMMPACT, ION, and the INS has culminated in publication of
a paper presenting important considerations for the design of RCTs of SCS for pain. At this time, the
paper is only available online in “accepted manuscript” format, but we expect to see the definitive
version in the near future.

We are also working with ION to create a series of glossaries. We first published an SCS glossary in 2007,
which remains online. Our working group plans to create and publish versions of the glossary that will be
appropriate and helpful in various contexts.

Along those lines, as we reported several months ago, we continue to work on our update of the SCS
Practice Parameters, which will be transformed into a Practice Guide that will add peripheral nerve and
dorsal root ganglion stimulation and will include different types of pain. (The previous edition was
devoted to neuropathic pain.) This important effort that involves several co-authors and will require
months of work.
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In February, the number of our subscribers grew to 1432. Thank you for helping to spread the word!
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