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Happy New Year from Jane!

As we ring in the new year with hope in our hearts and ring out an old one we will never forget, | am
grateful to all of you for your support of WIKISTIM and particularly grateful to our new donor, Dr.
Kenneth Chapman; to Dr. Todd Sitzman, who has been an enthusiastic supporter of WIKISTIM from the
time it was a gleam in our eyes and signals his continuing support with generous donations; and

to Dr. Richard North, who has augmented his constant influx of time and attention to WIKISTIM with yet
another financial donation. Thank you all for your generous contributions!

NANS 2021 Coming to us Virtually

The 24th Annual Meeting of the North American Neuromodulation Society will take place in the comfort
of your homes or offices with live sessions on January 15th and 16th and on-demand viewing through
April 16th. The registration fees are modest, the speakers distinguished and the topics timely. As always,
attendees will have the opportunity to earn CME credits. Dr. North and Jane Shipley are pleased that
two of our abstracts will be presented at this meeting: a WIKISTIM update and one on “Improving Cost-
Effectiveness Models of Spinal Cord Stimulation,” with our co-author, Dr. Rui Duarte.

An Additional Project for The Neuromodulation Foundation

In 2007, we published a special supplement of Pain Medicine that presented “Practice Parameters for
the use of Spinal Cord Stimulation in the Treatment of Chronic Neuropathic Pain.” The information in
this document, with some updates and added links to WIKISTIM.org, can be found on a website
dedicated entirely to this project.

In the intervening years, the field of spinal cord stimulation has grown, not only in terms of the number
of patients and clinicians but also in terms of equipment, waveforms, and even our thinking about
pain/paresthesia overlap, which previously was considered a necessary but not sufficient prognostic
factor for SCS success. In addition, dorsal root ganglion and peripheral nerve stimulation, which target
the same primary afferents as SCS and use many of the same devices, have emerged as alternative
treatments for some of the same indications.

We are pleased to report that we have received grant support from Abbott, Boston Scientific, Nevro, and
Medtronic to update and expand the Practice Parameters into a more comprehensive document and
supporting website entitled, “Spinal Cord Stimulation In The Treatment Of Chronic Pain: A Guide To
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Current Practice.”

MEMBERSHIP
In December, the number of our subscribers grew to 1388. Thank you for helping to spread the word!
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