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FROM	ONE	MONTH	TO	THE	NEXT	
Nearly	four	months	ago,	in	March,	when	shut-downs	started	in	Maryland	in	response	to	the	COVID-19	
pandemic,	a	staff	member	at	Jane’s	favorite	community	library	said	that	they	would	be	closed	until	June	
1st.	That	date	seemed	impossibly	far	away;	yet,	the	library	remains	sequestered	from	the	public	on	July	
1st	with	no	date	set	for	reopening.	As	time	has	passed,	abnormal	circumstances	have	begun	to	seem	
normal.		Nevertheless,	we	ask	ourselves	ask	how	America	got	to	the	point	where	we	can	learn	with	no	
sense	of	surprise	that	Dr.	Anthony	Fauci	has	warned	Congress	of	the	potential	of	100,000	new	cases	per	
day?	This	didn’t	have	to	happen,	and	the	fact	that	it	did	has	caused	untold	and	unnecessary	suffering	
and	sacrifice.		
	
As	proof	that	we	knew	(and	know)	how	to	overcome	this	pandemic,	in	Baltimore	City,	a	century-old	
nursing	home	has	had	no	infection	among	its	30	residents,	21	full-time,	and	19	part-time	employees	(as	
of	a	report	in	The	Baltimore	Sun	on	June	18th	because	those	charged	with	resident	care	implemented	
infection-control	protocols	in	February	after	hearing	about	the	first	15	infections	in	the	United	States.	
These	measures	are	simple	and	include	eliminating	visitors	(the	director	himself,	whose	aunt	is	a	
resident,	stopped	entering	the	home),	masks	for	everyone,	social	distancing	(including	the	purchase	of	
extra	televisions	to	increase	space),	no	communal	meals,	immediately	securing	extra	PPE	for	staff,	
scheduling	extra	cleaning,	limiting	staff	travel	and	contacts	with	outsiders,	checking	the	temperature	of	
staff	members	three	times/day,	and	having	staff	fill	in	daily	questionnaires	about	their	outside	activities.	
To	ease	the	sense	of	isolation	among	residents,	the	home	hired	an	extra	activities	coordinator	and	
allows	one	resident	at	a	time	to	go	a	porch	to	speak	to	relatives	and	friends	standing	on	the	sidewalk	12	
to	18	feet	away.		
	
The	contrast	between	this	reasoned	behavior	and	the	reckless	actions	of	American	citizens	at	all	levels	of	
society	who	engage	in	magical	thinking	and	refuse	to	wear	masks	or	give	up	their	social	life	is	as	stark	as	
the	difference	between	life	and	death.	Because	too	many	of	us	have	behaved	foolishly,	our	“normal”	
lives	continue	to	be	on	hold	and	will	never	be	the	same.		
	
As	evidence	that	we	have	a	new	normal,	the	27th	Napa	Pain	Conference	on	August	14-15	
(https://napapainconference.com)	will	be	held	online,	with	free	registration	for	all,	and	the	North	
American	Neuromodulation	Society	is	already	querying	members	about	their	willingness	to	attend	in	
person	the	24th	Annual	Meeting	planned	for	January	2021	



(http://conference.neuromodulation.org/nans-2021),	which	also	seems	an	impossibly	long	way	away	
until	we	look	back	to	March	(this	is	a	good	place	to	point	out	that	abstracts	for	the	NANS	meeting	
(https://neuromodulation.org/Meetings/2021AnnualMeeting/AbstractFAQs.aspx)	are	due	on	July	30th).		
	
Finally,	we	continue	our	work	from	our	homes	and	are	pleased	that	our	update	of	our	2007	publication	
setting	out	“Practice	Parameters	for	the	Use	of	Spinal	Cord	Stimulation	in	the	Treatment	of	Neuropathic	
Pain”	(Pain	Medicine	8(S4):S200-275,	2007)	is	proceeding	well.	In	addition	to	covering	all	of	the	advances	
in	the	field	in	the	past	13	years,	our	new	version	will	include	ischemic	pain.	Furthermore,	our	ambitions	
for	expanding	and	deepening	the	impact	of	WIKISTIM	continue	to	provide	us	with	enthusiasm	and	
energy	as	we	pursue	improvements	and	growth	beyond	the	normal	monthly	updates,	as	presented	
below.	We	already	have	enough	to	keep	us	busy	for	many	years	to	come.			
		
JULY	2020	STATISTICS	
Membership	
In	June,	the	number	of	our	subscribers	grew	to	1269.	Thank	you	for	helping	to	spread	the	word!	

	
Number	of	citations	in	each	section	

• DBS	5535,	with	2	completed	WIKISTIM	abstracts	
• DRG	132,	with	9	completed	WIKISTIM	abstracts	
• GES	499	
• PNS	59	(limited	to	peripheral	nerve	field	stimulation)	
• SCS	2522	with	132	completed	or	partially	completed	WIKISTIM	abstracts	
• SNS	1012	
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