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FROM ONE MONTH TO THE NEXT

Last month's newsletter was devoted to COVID-19, which has dominated the news, disrupted all of our
lives, marshalled public health and medical resources, and preempted elective neuromodulation
procedures. On a daily basis, we have been bombarded with news stories, ranging from ominous
(indeed, we have lost friends and colleagues to the disease) to reassuring (many, perhaps most cases are
asymptomatic). Some of the reports are inconsistent and even contradictory, as is to be expected in a
rapidly advancing field, and the news media (a business after all) cannot be relied upon to resolve them
and foster thoughtful discussion, even as difficult decisions must be made.

What is the quality of the evidence and analysis that informs these decisions? The medical literature in
general, even highly cited clinical research publicized in leading news stories, often proves to be
exaggerated or even incorrect (1). Indeed, the same is proving to be true of COVID-19 (2). Do decision
makers have rapid and easy access to pertinent information?

WIKISTIM is dedicated to providing up-to-date, comprehensive evidence in the field of neuromodulation
(3). We have been developing this resource in isolation, but our methods might be adapted readily to
other fields. To our knowledge, no comparable resource exists for the medical literature in general.

As we noted in our 2018 paper (3), a web-based process of reporting study results in an easily accessible
format " ...isin use for registries of clinical trials such as ClinicalTrials.gov [which as of today reports
1915 COVID-19 studies] and PROSPERO [a database of prospectively registered protocols of systematic
reviews, currently focusing on COVID-19 studies] (4,5), which are beginning to post [study] results as
they become available, but which at present lack the structure and detail of WIKISTIM."

We have much still to learn, and even as we are learning we must make difficult decisions.

If we follow the so-called "precautionary principle" and avoid all potential harm, is the cure worse than
the disease? We salute our colleagues who remain on the front lines, and those whose decisions guide
public policy. They deserve prompt, comprehensive access to new, potentially critical information.

(1) loannidis JPA. Contradicted and initially stronger effects in highly cited clinical research, JAMA
294(2):218-228, 2005.
(2) loannidis JPA. Coronavirus disease 2019: The harms of exaggerated information and non-evidence-



based measures. Eur J Clin Invest 2020:50:e13222

(3) North RB, Shipley J. WIKISTIM.org: An on-line database of published neurostimulation studies.
Neuromodulation 21(8):828-836, 2018.

(4) https://www.clinicaltrials.gov

(5) https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/

THANK YOU TO DR. SLAVIN
We are grateful for the generous donation to support WIKISTIM from Dr. Konstantin Slavin, who is a
member of our editorial board and promotes WIKISTIM whenever he gives a lecture!

JUNE 2020 STATISTICS
Membership
In May, the number of our subscribers grew to 1245. Thank you for helping to spread the word!

Number of citations in each section
e DBS 5490, with 2 completed WIKISTIM abstracts
e DRG 129, with 9 completed WIKISTIM abstracts
GES 499
PNS 59 (limited to peripheral nerve field stimulation)
SCS 2505 with 132 completed or partially completed WIKISTIM abstracts
SNS 1006

CITATIONS ADDED FROM SEARCH ON MAY 28, 2020
The list of citations that received the most-clicks in previous newsletters follows this citation list.
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Defining the optimal target for anterior thalamic deep brain stimulation in patients with drug-
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disease: results at the 36-month follow-up. J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry 2020 epub
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Kuhn J, Baldermann JC. Elucidating neural network changes induced by deep brain stimulation for
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Parkinson's disease. Behav Brain Res 2020 388:112621
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shift in deep brain stimulation electrode placement surgery. IEEE Trans Biomed Eng 2020 epub
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Mosley PE, Robinson K, Dissanayaka NN, Coyne T, Silourn P, Marsh R, Pye D. A pilot trial of
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Painous C, van Os N, Delamarre A, Michailoviene I, Marti MJ, van de Warrenburg BP, Meissner
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Pedro T, Sousa M, Rito M, Pereira R, Januario C, Moreira F. The impact of deep brain stimulation
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Scherer M, Milosevic L, Guggenberger R, Maus V, Naros G, Grimm F, Bucurenciu |, Steinhoff BJ,
Weber YG, Lerche H, Weiss D, Rona S, Gharabaghi A. Desynchronization of temporal lobe theta-
band activity during effective anterior thalamus deep brain stimulation in epilepsy. Neuroimage
2020 epub https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32445879
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7191054/

Servello D, Galbiati TF, Balestrino R, less G, Zekaj E, Michele S, Porta M. Deep brain stimulation
for Gilles de la Tourette syndrome: toward limbic targets. Brain Sci 2020 10(5):E301
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